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banks and credit unions to increase their lend-
ing to small businesses. 

I appreciate how the Small Business Fi-
nancing and Investment Act assists high-tech 
businesses and entrepreneurs. Beginning in 
the last quarter of 2008, investments in early- 
stage businesses, such as these, plunged 26 
percent. To address this shortage, the bill 
would establish a new Early-Stage Investment 
Program at SBA, which would pair SBA grants 
with private venture capital in order to target 
investment dollars to promising technology 
small business startups. The legislation makes 
improvements to the Renewable Energy Cap-
ital Investment program in order to increase 
investment in small business that are re-
searching alternative and renewable energy 
technologies to meet our future energy needs. 

I am pleased that H.R. 3854 helps veterans 
interested in starting their own businesses. 
Our Nation was built by citizen-soldiers, yet 
too often, our veterans have difficulty finding 
well-paid, rewarding work in the Nation they 
served and protected. We need to do more to 
help our youngest veterans find gainful em-
ployment. According to the Department of 
Labor, veterans between the ages of 18 and 
24 had an unemployment rate of 14.1 percent; 
nearly double the rate of those between the 
ages of 25 to 34, 7.3 percent. It is unaccept-
able that hundreds of thousands of veterans 
who have risked their own lives to defend our 
country can’t find jobs, and many endure 
homelessness and lives of poverty after they 
return home. Our brave men and women in 
uniform have given so much for this country; 
it is right that the Congress help ensure that 
our returning soldiers have jobs when they 
come home. The legislation helps veterans by 
offering higher guarantees and lower cost 
loans, so they can access more affordable 
capital. 

The Small Business Financing and Invest-
ment Act builds on the investments that this 
Congress made through the American Recov-
ery and Reinvestment Act. This bill would pro-
vide further aid to our small business and con-
tinues our efforts to put the economy back on 
the track to recovery. 

I urge my colleagues to vote in favor of this 
bill to support our Nation’s small businesses. 

f 

MEDIA SLIGHT CONSERVATIVE 
PROTESTS 

HON. LAMAR SMITH 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Saturday, November 7, 2009 

Mr. SMITH of Texas. Madam Speaker, the 
national media give Americans a tale of two 
protests. 

On the one hand, you have liberal protests, 
to which the media give extensive and positive 
coverage. On the other hand, you have con-
servative protests. The media downplay these 
demonstrations and demonize the protestors. 

On Thursday, thousands of people from 
around the country gathered in front of the 
Capitol to voice their opposition to a Govern-
ment takeover of health care. The New York 
Times buried its coverage of the protest on 
page A15. 

A couple of months ago, the Times buried 
its coverage of the conservative September 12 
protests on page A37. 

In contrast, the Times has given much bet-
ter coverage to protests regarding amnesty, 
gay rights, and other liberal causes. 

The New York Times and the national 
media should give fair coverage to protests on 
both sides, not just the ones they agree with. 

f 

PROMOTING INNOVATION AND AC-
CESS TO LIFE-SAVING MEDICINE 
ACT 

HON. ROBERT A. BRADY 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Saturday, November 7, 2009 

Mr. BRADY of Pennsylvania. Madam 
Speaker, I and others have spoken at length 
on the ways that this bill improves and will im-
prove health care for all of our constituents. 
Another significant benefit of this legislation 
which has not received as much attention will 
be the creation of new high-paying jobs in this 
country. Let me repeat that for some of my 
friends on the other side of the aisle, this bill 
will create high-paying, high-quality jobs in 
healthcare delivery, technology, and research 
in the United States. 

First, this bill will create enormous demand 
for healthcare workers, especially in the area 
of primary care. Insuring the millions of Ameri-
cans in this country who currently have no in-
surance will allow them to see primary care 
providers and receive the wellness and pre-
ventive care they have been denied for too 
long. This influx of new patients will need doc-
tors, nurses and technicians for their care, 
while reducing overall healthcare costs be-
cause they will not need much more expen-
sive hospitalizations. I support channeling re-
sources that for too long have been used to 
treat people once they become sick into jobs 
and services that will prevent people from get-
ting sick in the first place. 

Second, this bill will continue the efforts we 
began in the stimulus package to deploy new 
health information technologies that better 
manage both the quality of care people re-
ceive and the cost at which they receive it. 
New health care exchanges and new de-
mands on the health system to provide high- 
quality and cost-effective health care will cre-
ate new opportunities and markets for our 
brightest technology minds. They will be 
incentivized to create and develop products 
that will be a win/win for Americans: high qual-
ity health care at an affordable price. 

Third, this bill will create high quality re-
search opportunities in this country. The En-
ergy and Commerce Committee enacted a 
framework for allowing biosimilar competition 
in this country. This new class of medicines 
will help lower costs and bring competition to 
one area that is key to the future of our 
healthcare system. Biotechnology is on the 
cutting edge of efforts to reducing costly 
invasive procedures and allowing our constitu-
ents to live healthier and more productive 
lives. The creation of this new class of medi-
cines comes with requirements for new clinical 
research and testing, especially in the area of 
whether a new biosimilar can be interchange-
able with an innovator’s product. This research 
will create high quality and high paying jobs 
and it is imperative that we keep this research 
and these jobs in this country. We cannot 
allow these research opportunities to leave 

this country, and I intend to work with the Sec-
retary of HHS and the Commissioner of the 
FDA to ensure they stay in the United States. 

Madam Speaker, I do not look at this bill as 
one of cost or drain on the economy of our 
country like so many of its opponents on the 
other side of the aisle. I see this bill as an ex-
citing opportunity to create the kind of jobs we 
so desperately need in this country while at 
the same time improving the lives of all Ameri-
cans. This bill will improve health care, create 
jobs and grow our economy. 

f 

NATIONAL SCHOOL PSYCHOLOGY 
WEEK 

SPEECH OF 

HON. RON PAUL 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, November 6, 2009 

Mr. PAUL. Mr. Speaker, I voted against H. 
Res. 700, designating the week of November 
9 as National School Psychology Week to 
draw attention to the threat to liberty posed by 
proposals that school physiologists perform 
mandatory mental evaluations of all school 
children without parental consent. 

The New Freedom Commission on Mental 
Health has recommended that the federal and 
state governments work toward the implemen-
tation of a comprehensive system of mental- 
health screening for all Americans. The com-
mission recommends that universal or manda-
tory mental-health screening first be imple-
mented in public schools as a prelude to ex-
panding it to the general public. However, nei-
ther the commission’s report nor any related 
mental-health screening proposal requires pa-
rental consent before a child is subjected to 
mental-health screening. Federally funded uni-
versal or mandatory mental-health screening 
in schools without parental consent could lead 
to labeling more children as ‘‘ADD’’ or ‘‘hyper-
active’’ and thus force more children to take 
psychotropic drugs, such as Ritalin, against 
their parents’ wishes. 

Too many children are suffering from being 
prescribed psychotropic drugs for nothing 
more than children’s typical rambunctious be-
havior. According to Medco Health Solutions, 
more than 2.2 million children are receiving 
more than one psychotropic drug at one time. 
In fact, according to Medico Trends, in 2003, 
total spending on psychiatric drugs for children 
exceeded spending on antibiotics or asthma 
medication. 

Many children have suffered harmful side 
effects from using psychotropic drugs. Some 
of the possible side effects include mania, vio-
lence, dependence, and weight gain. Yet, par-
ents are already being threatened with child 
abuse charges if they resist efforts to drug 
their children. Imagine how much easier it will 
be to drug children against their parents’ wish-
es if a federally funded mental-health screener 
makes the recommendation. 

Universal or mandatory mental-health 
screening could also provide a justification for 
stigmatizing children from families that support 
traditional values. Even the authors of mental- 
health diagnosis manuals admit that mental- 
health diagnoses are subjective and based on 
social constructions. Therefore, it is all too 
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easy for a psychiatrist to label a person’s dis-
agreement with the psychiatrist’s political be-
liefs a mental disorder. For example, a feder-
ally funded school violence prevention pro-
gram lists ‘‘intolerance’’ as a mental problem 
that may lead to school violence. Because ‘‘in-
tolerance’’ is often a code word for believing in 
traditional values, children who share their 
parents’ values could be labeled as having 
mental problems and a risk of causing vio-
lence. If the mandatory mental-health screen-
ing program applies to adults, everyone who 
believes in traditional values could have his or 
her beliefs stigmatized as a sign of a mental 
disorder. Taxpayer dollars should not support 
programs that may label those who adhere to 
traditional values as having a ‘‘mental dis-
order.’’ 

In order to protect our nation’s children from 
mandatory mental health screening, I have in-
troduced introduce the Parental Consent Act 
(H.R. 2218). This bill forbids Federal funds 
from being used for any universal or manda-
tory mental-health screening of students with-
out the express, written, voluntary, informed 
consent of their parents or legal guardians. 
This bill protects the fundamental right of par-
ents to direct and control the upbringing and 
education of their children. I hope all my col-
leagues will cosponser H.R. 2218. 

f 

UNEMPLOYMENT COMPENSATION 
EXTENSION ACT OF 2009 

SPEECH OF 

HON. RUSH D. HOLT 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, November 5, 2009 

Mr. HOLT. Mr. Speaker, I rise in strong sup-
port of the emergency extension of unemploy-
ment benefit passed yesterday for States with 
high rates of unemployment like my home 
state of New Jersey. Today’s passage of the 
Worker, Homeownership, and Business As-
sistance Act of 2009 is the final step before it 
is presented to President Obama for his signa-
ture. 

As I said in September when we first con-
sidered this measure, I hear all the time from 
central New Jersey residents who are working 
hard each day to find a new job. Recently, a 
Mercer County resident wrote me to say his 
wife had been out of work for 11 months. He 
wrote to say, ‘‘The jobs are just not available 
for her to go back to work.’’ This bill answers 
his plea and the pleas of countless other out 
of work New Jersey residents to extend unem-
ployment benefits while they continue to 
search for employment. 

In tough economic times, Congress and the 
President have worked together to extend un-
employment benefits when needed. The pre-
vious extensions of unemployment insurance 
during this current recession have helped 
many New Jersey residents keep a roof over 
their head and food on the table when times 
were tough. In this tight job market and with 
the economy just starting to show signs of re-
covery, there are still six unemployed workers 
for each job opening and more than 5 million 
people who have been unemployed for more 
than 6 months. 

The Unemployment Compensation Exten-
sion Act of 2009, H.R. 3548, would extend by 
14 weeks unemployment benefits for individ-

uals who have exhausted their current benefits 
in all States and by an additional 6 weeks for 
individuals who live in States with an unem-
ployment rates above 8.5 percent. 

Our Government must help those in need 
as they seek new work. Morally, it is the right 
thing to do and the economists tell us that un-
employment benefits are one of the most cost- 
efficient and fast-acting forms of economic 
stimulus. 

The bill does not add to the deficit, by off 
setting its cost with a 1 year extension of a 
employment tax that has been in place for 30 
years. 

Once this bill is signed into law it is esti-
mated that the extension of unemployment 
benefits will help more than 1.3 million out of 
work employees. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE REDEDICATION 
OF THE W.T. WOODSON HIGH 
SCHOOL 

HON. GERALD E. CONNOLLY 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Saturday, November 7, 2009 

Mr. CONNOLLY of Virginia. Madam Speak-
er, I rise today to recognize the rededication of 
the W.T. Woodson High School in Fairfax 
County, Virginia. The W.T. Woodson High 
School has consistently been recognized as 
one of the top ranked schools in the country 
and continues to educate and shape our fu-
ture leaders. I am proud to recognize the ac-
complishments of this school and all the stu-
dents and faculty who have been a part of its 
storied history. 

The W.T. Woodson High School first 
opened its doors to students in 1962. At this 
time, Woodson was not only the largest school 
in Fairfax County but the largest in the Com-
monwealth of Virginia. Built on a dairy farm, 
Woodson’s campus continues to be the larg-
est high school campus in Fairfax County. 

Woodson High School was named in honor 
of the late superintendent of the Fairfax Coun-
ty Schools Mr. Wilbert Tucker Woodson. Mr. 
Woodson dedicated himself to his community 
and to the students of Fairfax County from 
1921 to 1961. He inspired a tradition of serv-
ice to community, and dedication to a well- 
rounded education that is still shared today. 
Today, Woodson continues to be recognized 
for having the best teachers in the county, a 
distinguished arts program led by their chorale 
and theater programs, and one of the most 
competitive sports programs. 

While Chairman of the Fairfax County Board 
of Supervisors, and a parent of a Woodson 
student, I was proud to be a partner in the 
renovations to the W.T. Woodson High 
School. Together with parents, faculty, and 
community leaders, we were successful in se-
curing funds to start the much needed renova-
tion to this school. Renovations to Woodson 
began in 2005 and were completed this year. 
As a result of our community’s commitment to 
investments in education, we were able to cre-
ate a new fine arts wing, renovate the cafe-
teria, expand and remodel the auditorium, as 
well as make improvements to classrooms 
and athletic facilities. 

Woodson is an example of the culmination 
of the efforts of a community that came to-
gether for a common goal. Our community re-

alized the critical investments we must make 
in our nation’s future by providing a positive 
community oriented learning experience for 
our children. I ask my colleagues to join me in 
celebrating the accomplishments of the W.T. 
Woodson High School and its community’s 
commitment and dedication to our students 
and the future leaders of our country. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. LINDA T. SÁNCHEZ 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Saturday, November 7, 2009 

Ms. LINDA T. SÁNCHEZ of California. 
Madam Speaker, due to illness, I was unable 
to be present in the Capitol for votes on 
Thursday, November 5, 2009. However, had I 
been present I would have voted ‘‘yea’’ on: 

(1) H. Con. Res. 210—providing for the 
House, upon completion of The Affordable 
Health Care for America Act, to adjourn until 
November 16, 2009. 

(2) H. Res. 893—Congratulating the 2009 
Major League Baseball World Series Cham-
pions, the New York Yankees. 

(3) H.R. 3788—To designate the facility of 
the United States Postal Service located at 
3900 Darrow Road in Stow, Ohio, as the ‘‘Cor-
poral Joseph A. Tomci Post Office Building.’’ 

(4) S. 1211—To designate the facility of the 
United States Postal Service located at 60 
School Street, Orchard Park, New York, as 
the ‘‘Jack F. Kemp Post Office Building.’’ 

(5) Thompson Amendment to H.R. 2868 
Chemical Facility Anti-Terrorism Act of 2009. 
(‘‘aye’’) 

(6) Final Passage of H.R. 2868—Chemical 
Facility Anti-Terrorism Act of 2009. 

Also, I would have voted ‘‘no’’ on: 
(1) Barton Amendment to H.R. 2868 Chem-

ical Facility Anti-Terrorism Act of 2009. 
(2) Dent (PA)/Olson (TX) Amendment to 

H.R. 2868 Chemical Facility Anti-Terrorism Act 
of 2009. 

(3) Dent (PA) Amendment to H.R. 2868 
Chemical Facility Anti-Terrorism Act of 2009. 

(4) McCaul (TX) Amendment to H.R. 2868 
Chemical Facility Anti-Terrorism Act of 2009. 

(5) Motion to Recommit H.R. 2868 to H.R. 
2868 Chemical Facility Anti-Terrorism Act of 
2009. 

f 

AFFORDABLE HEALTH CARE FOR 
AMERICA ACT (H.R. 3962) 

HON. EARL BLUMENAUER 
OF OREGON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Saturday, November 7, 2009 

Mr. BLUMENAUER. Madam Speaker, pas-
sage of the Affordable Health Care for Amer-
ica Act marks the most important single step 
in 100 years in addressing the health care 
needs of American families. For the first time, 
the U.S. government has dealt comprehen-
sively with the entire health care system. 

Tonight I voted for every Oregonian who 
has faced bankruptcy when they’ve lost their 
care or has been denied coverage because of 
a pre-existing condition. Tonight, I voted to 
protect every Oregonian who has health insur-
ance but sees their costs rising every year. 
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