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many union brothers and sisters, Dan contin-
ued his work with the union. In addition to his
membership in the UAW, he also joined the
International Brotherhood of Electrical Workers
in 1956.

In 1983 Dan was named chairman of the
UAW Retirees for the Alpena International
Council. As chairman, he organized presen-
tations on a monthly basis for his fellow retir-
ees that ranged from elected officials to
speeches about prescription drugs and Medi-
care.

Dan was later named chairman of the UAW
Region 1-D retirees, serving members from
sixty-two counties. He was also a board mem-
ber of the UAW statewide coordinating com-
mittee for the Democratic Party.

In addition to his union activities, Dan Benac
was instrumental in forming the Montmorency
County Democratic Party, and served as
chairman for many years. While he is no
longer chairman, he remains active in the
Party.

Dan Benac was a board member of the Na-
tional Council for Senior Citizens and was
nominated Senior of the Year in Region 4 in
1995 and 2003. He is also a member of other
organizations including the Shrine Club, Dis-
abled American Veterans, American Legion,
and Masons. He was also chairman of the
Michigan ~ Veterans  Trust  Fund  for
Montmorency County.

Madam Speaker, Dan Benac’s activities are
amazing for a person of any age but as an
eight-five year old his many activities are ex-
ceptionally admirable. Dan and Geraldine
have been great assets to their family, their
fellow workers, and their community, as well
as good friends of mine. On January 4, 2008,
family and friends will gather for a well de-
served and final retirement party for Daniel
Benac at the Addison Oaks Conference Cen-
ter in Leonard, Michigan.

Today, as Dan prepares to enter a well de-
served retirement, | offer him, his wife Geral-
dine, his three children, eight grandchildren
and fourteen great-grandchildren all the best
for the future. | would ask, Madam Speaker,
that you and the entire U.S. House of Rep-
resentatives join me in thanking Dan Benac
for his service to the Montmorency community
and commending him for the many years he
has spent his life in service to others.

——
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Mr. TIM MURPHY of Pennsylvania. Madam
Speaker, | rise today to recognize the career
of John Edward “Hutch” Hutchinson. Hutch
has served as the Greensburg Fire Chief in
Greensburg, Pennsylvania, for the past 55
years.

The position of fire chief in Greensburg is
an elected office. Since 1952, the residents of
the community have resoundingly affirmed
they appreciate Hutch’s dedication to the job
by reelecting him.

Since taking office, Hutch has made count-
less improvements to the department. His fire-
fighters are all volunteers, highly trained and
specialized. Hutch has developed a dive team,
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a swift water rescue, large foam and vent op-
erations, a bloodhound team, and an air res-
cue team.

In 1997, the Greensburg Fire Department
First Responders were prepared to handle a
large community disaster, including attacks in-
volving weapons of mass destruction. Few in
1997 could have seen the value in this for-
ward-thinking for a volunteer department, yet it
is essential knowledge for all firefighters today.

Under Hutch’s leadership, the Greensburg
Fire Department has assisted with natural dis-
aster response nationwide. From helping re-
build a community playground in Alabama to
clearing trees off roads in South Carolina,
Hutch has turned the Greensburg Fire Depart-
ment into a humanitarian outlet.

Hutch takes his job beyond the walls of the
firehouse into the community. He established
health and fitness centers for the community,
firefighters, and City employees.

Hutch has developed burn prevention class-
es for the local elementary and middle
schools. He has served on the local hospital
board, the Greensburg YMCA Board, the aer-
obics center board, and the camp cadet
board.

Though he’s been in office for 55 years,

Hutch has no interest in slowing down. He
calls himself “a young kid”—and isn’'t that a
wonderful attitude? Hutch refuses to let his
age be a factor. He works out twice a day, 7
days a week, to ensure that he’s not asking
his firefighters to do anything he can’t do him-
self.

It is my great honor to recognize the long
career of John Edward “Hutch” Hutchinson, a
man who has given immeasurable amounts to
the city of Greensburg, to Pennsylvania, and
to our nation during his five and a half dec-
ades of service as fire chief.

———
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Mr. PAUL. Madam Speaker, | rise to help
working Americans stricken with cancer or
other terminal illnesses, and their families, by
introducing the Cancer and Terminal lliness
Patient Health Care Act. This act exempts
people with terminal illnesses from the em-
ployee portion of payroll taxes while they are
suffering from such illnesses or are incurring
significant medical costs associated with their
conditions. The Cancer and Terminal lliness
Patient Health Care Act also provides a pay-
roll deduction to any worker who is the pri-
mary caregiver for a spouse, parent, or child
with a terminal illness.

When stricken with cancer or another ter-
minal disease, many Americans struggle to
pay for the treatment necessary to save, or
extend, their lives. Even employees with
health insurance incur costs such as for trans-
portation to and from care centers, prescrip-
tion drugs not covered by their insurance, or
for child care while they are receiving treat-
ment. Yet, the Federal Government continues
to force these employees to pay for retirement
benefits they may never live to see!

Many Americans struggle to pay the costs
of treating children, a spouse, or a parent with
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a terminal illness. My bill also provides much
needed tax relief for those who are providing
care to a loved one with a terminal disease.

As a physician who has specialized in wom-
en’s health issues for decades, | know how
critical it is that cancer patients and others suf-
fering from terminal illnesses have the re-
sources they need to combat these illnesses.
The Cancer and Terminal lliness Patient
Health Care Act provides a realistic way to
help people suffering from cancer or other ter-
minal illnesses receive quality health care.

It is hard to think of a more compassionate
tax policy this Congress could enact than to
stop taking the resources away from working
Americans that could help them treat cancer,
AIDS, or other terrible health problems. | hope
all my colleagues will help people suffering
from terminal illnesses, and their caregivers,
by cosponsoring the Cancer and Terminal llI-
ness Patent Health Care Act.

——————
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Mr. DAVID DAVIS of Tennessee. Madam
Speaker, | rise today to honor the memory
and life of Patsy Marie Fitzgerald Sanders, a
resident of the First Congressional District of
Tennessee, who passed away December 12,
2007.

Patsy Sanders was a foundation to her fam-
ily and our thoughts and prayers are with her
husband of 52 years, Joe, and their daughters
Jolene, Arlene, Darlene, and son Jacky.

As a lifetime member of Hales Chapel
Christian Church, Patsy showed the love for
her family and community that would shine to
all who met her.

She was also a member of the Washington
County Commission. As a Commissioner, she
had a reputation of fairness and concern for
the advancement of her county.

Madam Speaker, | ask that the House join
me this evening in offering our sympathies to
the family and friends of Patsy Marie Fitz-
gerald Sanders. She was a dedicated mother
and an irreplaceable servant of her commu-
nity.

Her service is greatly appreciated, and she
will be deeply missed throughout Northeast
Tennessee.

———
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Mr. COSTA. Madam Speaker, | rise along
with my colleague from California, Congress-
man DENNIS CARDOZA to pay tribute to the life
of Alice Katherine Mattos Sanders of Merced,
CA, who recently passed away at 110 years of
age. Mrs. Sanders was an outstanding lady
filled with energy, love and high spirits. She
leaves behind a loving family including a
daughter-in-law, six grandchildren, fourteen
great-grandchildren and twelve great-great-
grandchildren.
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