August 2, 2007

POLICE SECURITY PROTECTION
ACT

HON. RON PAUL

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, August 1, 2007

Mr. PAUL. Madam Speaker, | am pleased to
help America’s law enforcement officers by in-
troducing the Police Security Protection Act.
This legislation provides police officers a tax
credit for the purchase of armored vests.

Professional law enforcement officers put
their lives on the line each and every day. Re-
ducing the tax liability of law enforcement offi-
cers so they can afford armored vests is one
of the best ways Congress can help and en-
courage these brave men and women. After
all, an armored vest could literally make the
difference between life or death for a police of-
ficer. | hope my colleagues will join me in
helping our Nation’s law enforcement officers
by cosponsoring the Police Security Protection
Act.

———

RECOGNIZING MR. TOM PRICE

HON. PATRICK J. TIBERI

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, August 1, 2007

Mr. TIBERI. Madam Speaker, It is my pleas-
ure to recognize Tom Price for his induction to
the Ohio Agricultural Hall of Fame.

Agriculture has always been a cornerstone
of our State’s way of life. As leaders in the
community and the economy, farmers have
provided invaluable service to Ohio since its
inception. Therefore, those who contribute to
the furtherance of agriculture in our State de-
serve to be placed among the ranks of our fin-
est citizens. The Ohio Agriculture Hall of Fame
is an institution that honors individuals who
have made outstanding contributions through
lifetimes of service and dedication to our
State’s agriculture industry.

Tom Price has dedicated his life to central
Ohio’s farming community. Throughout his ca-
reer he has shared his experiences by teach-
ing classes at The Ohio State University. He
has served on numerous councils, continually
being recognized by state leaders, county
farm bureaus and local agriculture councils for
his efforts. Finally, he has made a lasting im-
pression on his community by improving rela-
tionships between Delaware County’s rural
and urban neighbors. In all areas of his ca-
reer, Tom Price has worked hard to improve
Ohio, sharing his expertise and developing
partners in our community.

For his life of perseverant service to Ohio
and consistent hard work toward the better-
ment of our fair State, | commend Tom Price
upon his induction into the Ohio Agricultural
Hall of Fame. He is truly deserving of this
honor, one of the greatest our State’s agricul-
tural community can bestow.

| am pleased to commend him on this ac-
complishment.
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EASTERN MICHIGAN UNIVERSITY
HIDES THE TRUTH

HON. TED POE

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, August 1, 2007

Mr. POE. Madam Speaker, when they send
their son or daughter off to college this fall,
millions of parents will be counting on these
educational institutions to take the reasonable
steps to keep them safe. After reading an edi-
torial, “Campus security is a crime”, in USA
Today, I'm afraid that trust may be misplaced.

Last December, Eastern Michigan Univer-
sity, EMU, student Laura Dickinson was raped
and murdered in her own residence hall room.
The campus police immediately opened a
homicide investigation and called in the State
police for help. Campus officials, however,
issued a press release saying there was no
reason to suspect foul play. In an especially
unconscionable act, they even led the young
woman’s parents to believe she had died from
a preexisting heart condition.

This cover-up was not exposed until more
than 2 months later when police arrested an-
other student, apparently unknown to the vic-
tim, and charged him in connection with the
crimes. For more than 2 months, students
were not told that a rapist and murderer was
free amongst them lulling them into a false
sense of security. When they found out they
were outraged and | share their outrage. We
owe America’s college students and their fami-
lies better.

As horrific as this is it isn’t a new problem.
After the chillingly similar rape and murder of
Jeanne Clery at Lehigh University in 1986,
Congress examined the scope of campus
crime and found that cover-ups and violations
of victims’ rights were rampant. In response,
the Crime Awareness and Campus Security
Act of 1990 was adopted to require colleges to
be up-front about their crime and respect vic-
tims’ rights. In 1998 it was renamed the
Jeanne Clery Act in memory of the student
who had inspired it.

The problem, however, as USA Today
points out, is that this law isn’'t being properly
enforced. Even though there are more than
6,000 institutions of postsecondary education
between 1994 and 2006 only 17 Clery Act
specific reviews were conducted by the U.S.
Department of Education, the agency charged
with enforcing the Act. An even smaller num-
ber, three, were fined for violations.

This has led to widespread violations of the
Act. Only about a third of all institutions prop-
erly comply with the Act according to a report
issued by the U.S. Department of Justice in
December of 2005. Simply put, their chances
of getting caught are very small and the
chances of being punished are virtually non-
existent. As a former judge, let me tell you,
when there are no consequences for wrong-
doing it won’t stop.

In an investigation called for by Security On
Campus, Inc., a national non-profit victims’
rights group co-founded by Jeanne Clery’s
parents Connie and Howard, the Education
Department found that EMU had not only vio-
lated the Clery Act by failing to warn their stu-
dents about the murder, but also had an ex-
tensive history of violations. They should face
significant fines for these violations and other
schools need to know that they too will face a
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penalty if they lie about campus violence.
Once the U.S. Department of Education finally
begins taking the Clery Act seriously colleges
and universities will too.

That's just the way it is.

———

THE EDUCATION ASSESSMENT
TECHNICAL CORRECTIONS ACT

HON. MARK STEVEN KIRK

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, August 1, 2007

Mr. KIRK. Madam Speaker, today | am in-
troducing a bill that will improve No Child Left
Behind, NCLB, implementation while maintain-
ing its important accountability provisions.

NCLB provides a crucial level of account-
ability for the results of study in the classroom.
While this change was welcome on both sides
of the aisle, this law did present some tech-
nical problems in its ground-breaking meas-
urement and assessment of education
achievement. | hare worked closely with edu-
cation specialists at the North Central Edu-
cation Lab as well as local education profes-
sionals as part of my Education Advisory
Board to gather data on current NCLB imple-
mentation. This work resulted in a White paper
detailing areas of concern to my local schools,
coupled with practical solutions to these prob-
lems.

Specifically, this Education Assessment
Technical Corrections Act focuses on highly-
qualified teacher requirements, determinations
of Annual Yearly Progress, AYP, and NCLB
sanctions. My legislation maintains NCLB’s im-
portant accountability provisions while improv-
ing implementation of the law in these key
areas.

Every child deserves an excellent teacher.
Unfortunately, several schools are experi-
encing difficultly meeting the highly-qualified
teacher requirements in certain hard-to-staff
areas. Much like rural teachers were given re-
lief through rules, teachers in “hard to staff”
areas should be granted relief for the higly
qualified teacher provision in the form of a two
year extension. However, schools must dem-
onstrate that they are working towards full
compliance in order to qualify for the exten-
sion.

Secondly, | strongly support measuring AYP
for students. However, current law does not
measure individual student improvement,
counts students under multiple sub-groups,
and creates discrepancies between NCLB and
the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act.
My legislation ensures that students are com-
pared for consecutive years rather than two
different classes for the same school year,
places equal weight on each student, and
clarifies Individualized Education Program sta-
tus under NCLB. All these changes still main-
tain accountbility measures under NCLB but
provide more accurate assessments.

Now that this landmark legislation has been
in effect for a few years, it is important we re-
visit its effects. My bill takes into consideration
important practical concerns of my local
school boards while staying true to the goals
of NCLB. | am proud that this bill reflects the
advice and counsel of the North Central Edu-
cation Lab, my Education Advisory Board and
the National Education Association. | want to
pay special thanks to Dr. Paul Kimmelman,
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