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‘Roadmap to Peace,’ presented by the Quartet 
to the Israeli Government and Palestinian Au-
thority, represents a welcome and desperately 
needed opportunity to work toward a lasting 
two-state solution that offers the prospect for 
an ordinary peace between current adver-
saries and with that peace, the promise of sta-
bility for the region. Such a solution is very 
much in our own national interest as well.’’

I believe the principles laid out in the Road-
map, including its emphasis on reciprocity, 
must continue to guide us. Ending terror is im-
perative, and I absolutely agree with the senti-
ments in this resolution decrying terror and ex-
pressing sympathy for the loss of so many 
lives, Israeli and Palestinian, in this conflict. 
However, at this critical juncture, the resolution 
I wish that we were voting on was one that ex-
pressed those principles while at the same 
time voicing solidarity toward Israel by endors-
ing the Roadmap as our best chance to reach 
the much desired destination of peace and se-
curity. This resolution fails to reflect the reci-
procity that is the hallmark of the Roadmap.

Mr. SHAYS. Mr. Speaker, I rise in support 
of the resolution. 

The Aqaba Summit presented one of the 
most promising moments in years of conflict 
between Israelis and Palestinians. At that 
summit, Prime Minister Abbas pledged his 
commitment to a complete end to the violence 
and terrorism that has devastated the region. 
Prime Minister Abbas and Israeli Prime Min-
ister Sharon also took the first bold step on 
the Roadmap to Peace by recognizing the 
right of one another to exist in peace. 

Mr. Abbas and Sharon had just returned 
from Aqaba, however, when violence once 
again flared. There is no way the peace proc-
ess can continue while terrorist organization 
such as Hamas continue to act with impunity 
in the West Bank and Gaza. 

Prime Minister Abbas maintains that terror 
can only be stopped on moral and political 
grounds. He remains unwilling to use force to 
dismantle terrorist organizations. Under cur-
rent circumstances, however, Mr. Abbas 
doesn’t have the ability to forcefully dismantle 
such organizations. It is critically important that 
the United States, Europe, Russia, the United 
Nations and the Arab League renew their 
commitment to cut terrorism at its roots, and 
provide Mr. Abbas the support he needs. 

International support means denying the 
flow of dollars to Hamas. I am a cosponsor of 
House Resolution 285, which urges the Euro-
pean Union to classify all of Hamas as a ter-
rorist organization, and not just its military 
wing. I find it astonishing that a distinction 
would be made between the political and 
armed divisions of a terrorist organization. 

The Arab League must also commit itself to 
peace in Israel by denying Yasser Arafat the 
funding and support he needs to maintain con-
trol over security forces in the Palestinian terri-
tories. 

I continue to support an active U.S. role in 
the Middle East peace process because the 
suffering of people—destined to live on the 
same piece of land—is too great, and the 
stakes for them too high. 

I support this resolution’s condemnation of 
the recent terrorist violence that victimized in-
nocent Israelis, as well as its expression of 
sympathy to the families of both Israelis and 
Palestinians who have lost their lives. I urge 
its adoption and thank the gentleman from 
California, Mr. LANTOS, for bringing it to the 
floor.

Mr. FARR. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in sup-
port of H. Res. 294, condemning the terrorism 
inflicted on Israel, expressing solidarity with 
the Israeli people, and calling on the Pales-
tinian Authority to take immediate and effec-
tive steps to dismantle the terrorist infrastruc-
ture on the West Bank and Gaza. I also rise 
today to express my solidarity with all those 
who support the efforts towards peace be-
tween Israelis and Palestinians. 

Mr. Speaker, I wish to associate myself with 
the comments of the gentlewoman from Cali-
fornia, Representative CAPPS. I wish to echo 
her reservations about this bill. The introduc-
tion of this resolution should have provided us 
the opportunity to restate the United States’ 
commitment to peace, and our commitment to 
the President’s roadmap, which lays out re-
sponsibilities for both the Israelis and the Pal-
estinians in the pursuit of peace. The road-
map, like any negotiated plan, is imperfect. 
But it is supported by the President, it is sup-
ported by Israel, it is supported by the Pales-
tinian Authority. It is the best plan that we 
have right now. 

Having said that, I am pleased that this res-
olution recognizes the plight of innocent Pal-
estinians who have been caught in a cycle of 
terrorist attacks and government reprisals. It 
also recognizes the aspiration of Palestinians 
to create their own state, which will live in 
peace and prosperity with its neighbor Israel. 

I look forward to working with my colleagues 
here in Congress, with the Administration and 
with the communities in the Middle East to 
foster a true and lasting peace in the Middle 
East. I believe that peace must be the ultimate 
goal of the United States policy towards the 
region. Peace is in the national interest of 
Israel, the future security of a Palestinian 
state, and in the national security interest of 
the American government and its people.

Mr. MATSUI. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
support of H. Res. 294. I am deeply saddened 
by the loss of lives at the hands of terrorists, 
and it is of great disappointment to me that 
the terror has escalated since the Aqaba sum-
mit. As the violence continues, even in the 
face of efforts by all sides to bring peace to 
the region, the United States must show noth-
ing short of steadfast support for Israel as it 
continues to bear the entire burden of ending 
the violence. 

The U.S. and Israel both agree that Prime 
Minister Abbas is the legitimate alternative to 
Yassir Arafat as leader of the Palestinian peo-
ple. We welcome his statements acknowl-
edging the need to stop terror both on moral 
and political grounds. However, the terrorist in-
frastructure is committed to the undermining of 
Prime Minister Abbas and the peace process. 

Earlier this month, 22 innocent Israelis were 
killed and many others have been injured in 
continuous suicide bombings. Among the obli-
gations in the roadmap is the responsibility of 
the Palestinians to stop all terror and violence 
against Israel. Merely negotiating a cease-fire 
with the terrorist groups is not sufficient. Ter-
rorist groups can simply use this time to rearm 
and plan future attacks against innocent civil-
ians. Militants must be arrested and arms col-
lected to dismantle the terrorist infrastructure. 

As long as Palestinian leaders do not ag-
gressively go after the terrorist infrastructure, 
the Israeli government has the sole responsi-
bility of protecting its citizens against further 
terrorist attacks. Israel has an obligation to 
safeguard its citizens and like every other sov-

ereign nation, Israel has the same right to self-
defense. If the Palestinian Authority does not 
act against terrorism, Israel must. 

U.S. policy needs to be supportive of Israel 
in its fight against terror. Just as the U.S. has 
the right to send soldiers around the world to 
fight terrorists, Israel has the same right to 
fight terrorism in its own neighborhood and its 
own capitol. 

The people of Israel are confronted with the 
grim realities of terrorism on a daily basis. Yet 
the darker reality is that were it not for the 
successful actions Israel takes in defense of 
its people, terrorism against them would in-
crease tenfold. As Israel embarks on the dif-
ficult path to peace, it is essential that her ef-
forts to quell acts of senseless terror have the 
full support of the United States.

Ms. WOOLSEY. Mr. Speaker, today the 
House will vote on H. Res. 294, a measure 
expressing solidarity with the people of Israel 
and condemning the terrorist attacks inflicted 
on them since the Aqaba Summit. The timing 
could not be any more ironic. Today as we 
consider this one-sided resolution on the Mid-
east, there are reports of a ceasefire taking 
hold that underlines the need for America to 
find a way to condemn violence in a way that 
does not favor one set of innocent victims 
over another. Unfortunately, this resolution 
does not meet this standard. Instead, this res-
olution, in its present form, will do more to 
take us away from peace than to bring us 
closer to an agreement that serves the needs 
and desires of all people in the Middle East. 

That is not to say that I disagree with the 
text of this resolution: I condemn, in the 
strongest terms, all terrorist attacks against 
Israelis and remain committed to Israel’s secu-
rity and the well-being of Israeli citizens. Brutal 
attacks against civilians are always unaccept-
able and as a sovereign nation, Israel has the 
right to defend itself from these kinds of at-
tacks. But, this resolution, which does not ad-
dress the losses on both sides, sends the 
wrong message to Israelis, Palestinians, and 
the world community. 

My concern is also that this resolution does 
not endorse the ‘‘roadmap’’ for peace, nor 
does it recognize the commitments and obliga-
tions that Israel must implement for the peace 
process to move forward. Furthermore,, it 
does not recognize the terrible pain and suf-
fering that Israeli occupation and crackdown 
has caused in the disputed territories. We 
need to condemn Palestinian terrorists, but ac-
knowledge the honorable goals of peace-lov-
ing Palestinians that want nothing more than a 
better life. This Congress should recognize the 
pain of every mother that has lost an innocent 
child because of violence in the Mideast, not 
only Israeli mothers. 

Mr. Speaker I share the anger and sadness 
of my colleagues who have brought this reso-
lution regarding the Mideast to the floor. But, 
I am convinced that this resolution will not ad-
vance the prospects for the lasting peace that 
we all want, which, is why I will vote against 
it.

Mr. PAUL. Mr. Speaker, I rise in opposition 
to this measure. Of course we all deplore ter-
rorism and violence that any innocents are 
forced to suffer. There is, sadly, plenty of this 
in the world today. But there is more to this 
resolution than just condemning the violence 
in the Middle East. I have a problem with most 
resolutions like this because they have the ap-
pearance of taking one side or the other in a 
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conflict that has nothing to do with the United 
States. Our responsibility is to the American 
people and to the Constitution, not to adju-
dicate age-old conflicts half-way around the 
world. 

When we take sides in these far off con-
flicts, we serve to antagonize the people af-
fected and end up no closer to peace than 
when we started. This bill makes reference to 
the need to have solidarity with Israel. Else-
where people say we should have solidarity 
with the Palestinians and the Arabs. So, as I 
have said before when bills such as this are 
on the floor, it is sort of a contest: Should we 
be pro-Israel or pro-Arab, or anti-Israel or anti-
Arab, and how are we perceived in doing this? 
It is pretty important. 

But I still believe, through all these bills at-
tempting to intervene in the Middle East, that 
there is a third option to this that we so often 
forget about. Why can we not be pro-Amer-
ican? What is in the best interests of the 
United States? We do not hear much talk of 
that, unfortunately. 

As I keep saying when votes such as this 
come to the floor, the best foreign policy for 
the United States is noninterventionism. It is a 
policy American interests first, costs must less 
money, and is in keeping with a long Amer-
ican tradition so eloquently described by our 
Founders. 

I hope the peoples of the Middle East are 
able to resolve their differences, but because 
whether they decide or not is not our business 
I urge a no vote on this resolution.

Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of Texas. 
Mr. Speaker, even though I agree in principle 
on the intent of the resolution, I believe it 
could have been drafted differently. I intend to 
vote ‘‘yes’’ on H. Res. 294. 

All of us who support Middle East peace 
process are aware of the fragile relationship 
between Israelis and Palestinians. I believe 
that future progress toward peace will require 
a real commitment on the part of Israel and 
the Palestinians, and the active participation of 
the United States. 

Mr. Speaker, I strongly support Israel, but I 
also strongly support efforts to bring about 
peace in the region, which will allow the Israeli 
and Palestinian people to live together side by 
side without having to endure this type of vio-
lence. 

All sides of this conflict have responsibilities. 
Israel must take tangible steps now to ease 
the suffering of Palestinians and to show re-
spect for their dignity. As progress is made to-
ward peace, Israel must stop settlement activ-
ity in the occupied territories. Arab nations 
must fight terror in all forms, and recognize 
and state the obvious once and for all: Israel 
has a right to exist as a Jewish state at peace 
with its neighbors. 

There is no excuse for terrorist acts. I want 
to save the lives of Israelis, and I want to save 
the lives of Palestinians. Both are equally pre-
cious, both deserve to live in peace and secu-
rity. 

It is in that spirit, and with that faith, that I 
will continue to work with the Administration to 
ensure the United States remains firm in its 
commitment to the principles necessary to 
guarantee the success of the Arab-Israeli 
peace process.

Mr. CARDOZA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
support of this resolution, which condemns re-
cent terrorist attacks against Israel and ex-
presses solidarity with the citizens of Israel 
during this turbulent time. 

On June 24 of last year, President Bush un-
veiled a new vision for bringing peace to the 
Middle East. He stated that the Palestinians 
must develop a new leadership, which must 
be committed to peace with Israel and to de-
stroying the terrorist infrastructure. Only then 
would the United States consider recognition 
of a Palestinian state. 

Since that time, the Palestinians have taken 
steps to establish a new leadership structure. 
Abu Mazen was appointed the first Palestinian 
Prime Minister following a bitter struggle with 
Yasser Arafat. Since assuming office, Abu 
Mazen has refused, however, to take concrete 
steps to rein in the terrorists in any way. And 
despite the change in leadership, Yasser 
Arafat maintains a high degree of control, in-
cluding authority over major elements of the 
Palestinian security apparatus. 

And I am pleased to hear that, just this 
morning Hamas, Islamic Jihad and Al Asqa 
have agreed to 3-month cessation of attacks 
against Israelis. That is a very positive step. 
But as we have seen many times before, the 
proof will be borne out over time. Also just this 
morning, the Israeli Defense Force disabled a 
large bomb in northern Israel. So clearly, the 
vigilance for peace and security will continue. 

I believe the key to the ‘‘Road Map’’ or any 
other effort to achieve lasting peace is to stay 
true to the principles outlined by the President 
last June, particularly the necessity of com-
bating terrorism as the first of a sequence of 
events. 

Since the Aqaba summit earlier this month, 
22 Israeli civilians have been killed and many 
others have been injured in three separate 
suicide bombings. Like every other sovereign 
nation, Israel has the right to self-defense. 
Israel must act against terrorism if the Pales-
tinian Authority does not. As long as Pales-
tinian leaders do not aggressively go after the 
terrorist infrastructure, the Israeli government 
has a responsibility to protect its citizens 
against further terrorist attacks. I believe U.S. 
policy must be supportive of Israel in its fight 
against terror until the Palestinian Authority is 
willing and able to assume this responsibility. 

We must also wholly reject the concept of a 
‘‘cycle of violence.’’ Use of that term implies a 
moral equivalence between those who commit 
terrorist acts and their victims. Israel’s tar-
geting of terrorist leaders is not the moral 
equivalent of targeting of innocent civilians, in-
cluding women and children. 

Like my colleagues here this morning, I wel-
come the positive steps the Palestinians have 
taken, but we must also see decisive action to 
dismantle the terrorist infrastructure. Without 
such action, the Road Map or any other effort, 
however well intentioned, will fail. 

The Palestinian people deserve a leadership 
that looks beyond the narrow goal of nation-
alism and works toward bettering the lives of 
its people. Regrettably, the current leadership 
has shown no signs of embracing those goals. 
As Americans, we understand the fight against 
those who seek our destruction. We stand 
should to shoulder with Israel in their fight 
against those who oppose their existence. 

The citizens of Israel are our allies, and we 
will continue to support their fight against ter-
rorism and their government’s efforts to pro-
vide safety and stability for its people.

Mrs. McCARTHY of New York. Mr. Speaker, 
as we are hearing all too frequently about con-
tinued violence in Israel, I rise in support of H. 
Con. Res. 294, expressing solidarity with 
Israel. 

For me, terrorism has hit close to home on 
too many occasions. Just last Friday, Eugene 
and Lorraine Goldstein, an elderly couple from 
Plainview, which is on Long Island, were vis-
iting their son in Israel. It was supposed to be 
a time of joy for the family, but became a mat-
ter of grief. 

Eugene and Lorraine Goldstein, and their 
son and daughter-in-law were on their way to 
a wedding dinner for a grandson at the 
Holyland Hotel, and also celebrating their son 
and daughter-in-law’s 27th wedding anniver-
sary. The family was traveling along Route 60, 
a West Bank highway. 

During the drive, the Goldstein’s happy day 
was shattered by the bullets of terrorists. The 
Goldsteins were shot in an attack that the Pal-
estinian group Hamas has admitted carrying 
out. Within minutes Eugene and Lorraine’s 
son was dead, their daughter-in-law was in-
jured, and they were severely wounded, taken 
to a Jerusalem hospital. 

Eugene Goldstein is a watch salesman at 
the Fortunoff store in Westbury, also in my 
district. Fortunoff calls Eugene a ‘‘superstar 
with a big wave and a big grin,’’ and their fam-
ily, friends and neighbors know the Goldsteins 
as good people. The family is in great shock, 
just one more family with lives destroyed from 
terrorism. I am praying that the Goldsteins re-
cover quickly and fully, and my condolences 
go to their family for their loss. 

Today, Israel finds herself in an unbearable 
situation. Despite Israeli trust, Yasser Arafat 
has allowed terrorism to pervade Israeli soci-
ety. Prime Minister ‘‘MA–MOOD’’ Abbas must 
keep his pledge for a ‘‘complete end to vio-
lence and terrorism.’’ Until that happens, Israel 
has every right to enter Palestinian cities and 
refugee camps to root out terror. We cannot 
expect Israel to sit by and watch her country 
crumble, and her people be murdered in 
groups of 20 while they ride buses. 

As a Member of Congress, I will support 
Israel’s decisions regarding security and self-
defense in any way possible.

Mr. STARK. Mr. Speaker, I rise to raise con-
cerns with House Resolution 294, Con-
demning The Terrorism Inflicted On Israel And 
Expressing Solidarity With The Israeli People. 

I am greatly troubled by the violence be-
tween Palestinians and Israelis over the last 
two weeks. It poses a great threat to the road 
map toward peace before it has had a chance 
to progress. I am outraged by extremists on 
both sides who continue to frustrate and delay 
the peace process. For the sake of the Israeli 
and Palestinian people, this process must be 
allowed to succeed. 

While I join my colleagues in denouncing all 
acts of terrorism, this resolution unfairly places 
blame on one side in the ongoing cycle of vio-
lence between the Israelis and Palestinians. 
The United States should always act as a fair 
and impartial broker in the peace process. 
This resolution violates that responsibility. 

Let me be clear. I condemn the recent bus 
bombings and other acts of terrorism carried 
out by Hamas just as I believe Israel must halt 
its policy of assassinations. The day after 
Israel attempted to kill a senior Hamas leader, 
a suicide bomber killed seventeen innocent 
people aboard a bus in Jerusalem. The cycle 
of violence being perpetuated by both sides 
must end, but this resolution does nothing 
constructive to further that goal. 

It is only right that Congress call upon the 
new government of Prime Minister Abbas to 
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