
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSEH5640 September 14, 2001
In granting the President this power,

Congress is not abdicating its preroga-
tives. We do not weaken our role by ap-
proving this measure. By signaling our
solidarity with the President and by
trusting him with this power, we take
our place at his side as full partners in
this fight.

The President has a solemn responsi-
bility to use this power wisely and to
consult with and report to the Con-
gress throughout the long struggle
ahead. We in Congress also have an on-
going responsibility: to contribute to
these efforts, monitoring the crisis, in-
vestigating its causes, gathering expert
insights, and doing all in our power to
ensure that these terrible events are
never repeated.

Mr. Speaker, I am an American not
by birth but by choice. Following the
Second World War, I fled my native
Hungary for the United States, the
land of the free and the home of the
brave. I chose to become a citizen of
the Nation that saved my homeland
and the entire world from inter-
national fascism and, later, from inter-
national communism. Today, I proudly
reaffirm my allegiance and reenlist in
the new struggle to save this Nation
and the world from international ter-
rorism.

I have never been prouder to serve in
the United States Congress than I have
during this week. The many words spo-
ken on the floor of this Chamber echo
the world over and testify to America’s
resilience in the face of adversity. All
of my colleagues who join this debate
do honor to this institution and to the
American people, whom we all serve.

But the time for words has passed,
Mr. Speaker, and the time for action is
upon us. We must now make our rhet-
oric reality. We must now stand united
in word and in deed, and we shall not
flinch in the face of terror. Let us go
forth, certain in our knowledge that
should we cast this courageous vote.

We shall prevail.
Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of

my time.
Mr. HYDE. Mr. Speaker, I am pleased

to yield 1 minute to the learned gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. PAUL), but
would like to first congratulate the
distinguished minority leader of this
committee, the gentleman from Cali-
fornia (Mr. LANTOS), for his usual su-
perb remarks.

Mr. PAUL. Mr. Speaker, I thank the
chairman for yielding me this time.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of this
resolution. Sadly, we find ourselves
today dealing with a responsibility to
provide national security under the
most difficult of circumstances. To de-
clare war against a group that is not a
country makes the clear declaration of
war more complex.

The best tool the framers of the Con-
stitution provided under these cir-
cumstances was the power of Congress
to grant letters of mark and reprisal in
order to narrow the retaliation to only
the guilty parties. The complexity of
the issue, the vagueness of the enemy,

and the political pressure to respond
immediately limits our choices. The
proposed resolution is the only option
we are offered, and doing nothing is un-
thinkable.

There are a couple of serious points I
would like to make. For the critics of
our policy of foreign intervention in
the affairs of others, the attack on New
York and Washington was not a sur-
prise, and many have warned of its in-
evitability. It so far has been inappro-
priate to ask why the U.S. was the tar-
get and not some other Western coun-
try. But for us to pursue a war against
our enemies, it is crucial to understand
why we were attacked, which will then
tell us by whom we were attacked.
Without this knowledge, striking out
at six or eight or 10 countries will not
help.

Without this knowledge, striking out at six or
eight or even ten different countries could well
expand this war of which we wanted no part.
Without defining the enemy there is no way to
know our precise goal nor to know when the
war is over. Inadvertent or casual acceptance
of civilian deaths as part of this war I’m certain
will prolong the agony and increase the
chances of even more American casualties.
We must guard against this if at all possible.

Too often over the last several decades we
have supported both sides of many wars only
to find ourselves needlessly entrenched in
conflicts unrelated to our national security. It is
not unheard of that the weapons and support
we send to foreign nations have ended up
being used against us. The current crisis may
well be another example of such a mishap.

Although we now must fight to preserve our
national security, we should not forget that the
founders of this great nation advised that for
our own sake we should stay out of entangling
alliances and the affairs of other nations.

We are placing tremendous trust in our
President to pursue our enemies as our com-
mander-in-chief but Congress must remain
vigilant as to not allow our civil liberties here
at home to be eroded. The temptation will be
great to sacrifice our freedoms for what may
seem to be more security. We must resist this
temptation.

Mr. Speaker we must rally behind our Presi-
dent, pray for him to make wise decisions, and
hope that this crisis is resolved a lot sooner
than is now anticipated.

Mr. LANTOS. Mr. Speaker, I am
pleased to yield 2 minutes to our dis-
tinguished colleague, the gentleman
from Pennsylvania (Mr. HOEFFEL).

Mr. HOEFFEL. Mr. Speaker, I thank
the gentleman for yielding me this
time.

Mr. Speaker, it is very appropriate
for this Congress to be granting spe-
cific authority to the President to use
all necessary and appropriate force
against the terrorists that attacked
America this week and against those
that harbored the terrorists. It is im-
portant, I believe, to note that this
grant of authority and this purpose of
force is to prevent any future acts of
international terrorism against the
United States. In other words, we are
not just engaging in an act of retalia-
tion or revenge, as satisfying as that
will be, but we are taking action to

prevent this from happening again to
save the lives of Americans.

The use of force that we authorize
today must be used swiftly and surely
and smartly. It has been said that this
force should be used ferociously. And
that is a strong word but an appro-
priate word under these circumstances.
We need to punish the perpetrators of
this terrorist activity. We must pre-
vent a recurrence, and we must protect
Americans.

It may be we do not need to grant
this authority. Under the War Powers
Act, the President has the ability to
use force when America is attacked, as
we have been this week. But it is good
for Congress to add our voice of sup-
port and to specifically grant this au-
thority to the President.

We must be targeted and accurate.
We must spare innocent civilians, but
we must act and act firmly. We must
also be ready to use diplomacy, to
build a worldwide coalition to combat
terrorism, to lead the charge, to unite
the democratic governments that op-
pose terrorism and those authoritarian
governments that also oppose ter-
rorism. We need to provide that leader-
ship. This is our opportunity.

We need to make sure that we fight
the terrorists and not the Islamic
world. Most of the Islamic world agrees
with us in opposition to terrorism. If
we are creative and sensible, this can
be the beginning of the end of inter-
national terrorism.

Mr. HYDE. Mr. Speaker, I am hon-
ored to yield 1 minute to the gen-
tleman from Florida (Mr. DIAZ-
BALART), a distinguished member of
the Committee on Rules.

Mr. DIAZ-BALART. Mr. Speaker,
this great Nation is a Nation made
from many origins but with a national
identity and a national cohesion, a na-
tionhood, which is almost unprece-
dented in the history of the world. Yet
American patriotism is not threat-
ening to others. Americans seek to do
no harm to the rest of the world. Quite
the contrary. Repeatedly, Americans
have gone to the aid of others whose
sovereignty and freedom have been
kidnapped by tyrants.

America is a peaceful and free Na-
tion; and we intend to pass on that
peace and freedom to our children so
that they, in turn, may bequeath it to
their children.

America is free and secure because
each generation has made certain to
preserve our freedom and our security
for the next generation. There can be
no freedom without security, just as
security without freedom is the essence
of dictatorship, something that this
Nation, thanks be to God, has never
known and will never know.

It is now this generation’s turn, Mr.
Speaker, this generation’s responsi-
bility to preserve freedom and security
for our posterity, and our commander
in chief, our Armed Forces, and this
entire Nation will not fail.

Mr. LANTOS. Mr. Speaker, I am
pleased to yield 2 minutes to the gen-
tleman from Oregon (Mr.

VerDate 31-AUG-2001 04:34 Sep 15, 2001 Jkt 089060 PO 00000 Frm 00022 Fmt 7634 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\K14SE7.071 pfrm02 PsN: H14PT1




