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police officers to be hired by local com-
munities through the COPS program.
In my district, uniformed public safety
officers have proven to be an effective
way of heading off trouble before it
starts. Yet the Republican majority re-
fused to allow the House the oppor-
tunity to debate that proposal.

My colleagues and I also proposed an
amendment which would fund local
after-school programs which would pro-
vide a safe haven for children in the
hours when most juvenile crime takes
place, between 3 and 6 p.m. The com-
mittee refused to make this amend-
ment in order, an amendment which
might prevent crime and which might
keep kids out of trouble.

There is a huge demand for these
kind of programs, programs which are
cost effective and which can keep juve-
niles out of a jail cell and in a class-
room. But the Republican majority re-
fused to allow this amendment to be
heard.

Finally, we offered an amendment
that would direct the Department of
Education and the Department of Jus-
tice to develop a model violence pro-
prevention program for the use of
school districts around the country and
to create an information clearinghouse
within the Education Department.

Mr. Speaker, our amendments are
just plain common sense. We have a na-
tional crisis in our schools, and when
they reopen in the fall, all of us would
feel better knowing that we have done
something to make those schools cen-
ters of learning, not havens of fear. The
programs that would be created by
these four amendments would go a long
way toward making that a reality.

There are many things wrong with
this rule, Mr. Speaker, not the least of
which is the failure to include these
amendments.

Mr. DREIER. Mr. Speaker, I yield 3
minutes to the gentleman from Penn-
sylvania (Mr. GEKAS), an able member
of the Committee on the Judiciary.

Mr. GEKAS. Mr. Speaker, I offered
an amendment for the consideration of
the Committee on Rules which was re-
jected. It would have made abundantly
clear the important relationship be-
tween the Federal law enforcement
agencies, in the person of the U.S. At-
torney, and the local law enforcement,
in the person of the district attorney,
police chief, and other officers of the
local law enforcement community.

It is not clear yet whether the cur-
rent language of the bill that will be
considered by the House makes that re-
lationship one that is as strong as we
would like to see it become. But it may
be that in future hearings that will be
conducted in our committee, the Sub-
committee on Commercial and Admin-
istrative Law of the Committee on the
Judiciary, that that voice of the U.S.
Attorney, consistent with the voice of
the district attorney and local law en-
forcement, will be even stronger than
it now is and must be.

What we are concerned about is that
if there is an interpretation placed on

the current language that mandates
the U.S. attorneys to handle all gun
charges, without regard to whether or
not law enforcement has a stake in the
pursuit or investigation and prosecu-
tion of a gun-wielding criminal, it
might damage that relationship. But,
worse, it might damage a case that has
been put together by a local law en-
forcement agency that the Federal in-
volvement would only seek to, by its
involvement, destroy.

So these relationships are so impor-
tant that we intend to have further
hearings on these questions, and suffice
it to say that when this bill passes, if
it should, we will reexamine it to see
how the U.S. Attorney’s Office may be
adversely impacted, if at all; and, if so,
we will then hone in on remedies that
can be applied to this law.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair would like to clarify its state-
ment of a few moments ago about the
amendment to the resolution, and
would clarify that the order by unani-
mous consent that was entered into at
that time was just that and not stated
as itself an amendment to the resolu-
tion. It was a unanimous consent
agreement.

Mr. MOAKLEY. Mr. Speaker, I yield
2 minutes to the gentlewoman from
New York (Ms. SLAUGHTER).

Ms. SLAUGHTER. Mr. Speaker, I
thank the gentleman for yielding me
this time.

Mr. Speaker, the recent school trage-
dies in Colorado and Georgia were a cry
for help, and my friends on the other
side have answered with an NRA wish
list and a near-to-far-Right agenda.

The bill is full of solutions in search
of a problem, while the real challenges
go unmet. I offered an amendment to
reach out to those children who are liv-
ing in the shadows, to give them a
chance to learn that someone does care
about them, by using the school facili-
ties that we have all paid for in our
communities that sit idle during after-
school hours. We even had a way to pay
for it from the juvenile justice budget,
but I was not allowed to offer that
amendment.

Instead, this rule says, put the Ten
Commandments on the wall and hush.
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The people of America want to con-
trol gun violence, and the leadership on
the other side offers us two amend-
ments to put more guns on the streets
of the national capital of Washington,
D.C. Talk about offering a drowning
man a glass of water.

We ask for more police in the
schools. No, says today’s amendment,
just pray more in school. Well, I be-
lieve that God helps those that help
themselves, Mr. Speaker, and we are
obligated to do what only we in Con-
gress can do.

Mr. Speaker, our children are pray-
ing. They are praying for relief from
the terror of violence bursting through
their school doors. Please defeat this
rule and this bill and let them know

and their families know that we sup-
port their prayers.

Mr. DREIER. Mr. Speaker, I am
happy to yield 4 minutes to my good
friend, the gentleman from Texas (Mr.
PAUL).

(Mr. PAUL asked and was given per-
mission to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. PAUL. Mr. Speaker, I thank the
chairman for yielding me the time.

Mr. Speaker, today I rise in support
of the rule. I believe 2 days of debate on
this very important issue is about as
fair as we can get. I know a lot of peo-
ple are not satisfied with the rule. But
I think under the circumstances it is
fair, and I will support the rule.

However, I am not optimistic that
much good will come out of the next 2
days of debate. I think there is a lot of
mischief going on here. I see that one-
half of this Congress is quite capable
and anxious to defend the First Amend-
ment, and I think that is good. I see
the other half of the Congress is quite
anxious and capable of defending the
second amendment, and I think that is
good. But it seems strange because I
see these two groups coming together
in a coalition to pass a bill that will
undermine the first amendment and
undermine the second amendment.

That does not make a whole lot of
sense to me because I think that we are
obligated here in the Congress to de-
fend both the first and the second
amendment and were not here for the
purpose of undermining both amend-
ments.

We should be reminded, though, that
traditionally, up until the middle part
of this century, crime control was al-
ways considered a local issue. That is
the way the Constitution designed it.
That is the way it should be. But every
day we write more laws here in the
Congress building a national police
force. We now have more than 80,000
bureaucrats in this country carrying
guns. We are an armed society, but it is
the Federal Government that is armed.

So I think we should think seriously
before we pass more laws whether they
undermine the first amendment or
whether we pass more laws under-
mining the second amendment. We do
not need more Federal laws.

Recently there was a bipartisan
study put out and chaired by Ed Meese,
and he is not considered a radical liber-
tarian. He was quoted in an editorial in
the Washington Post as to what we
here in the Congress are doing with na-
tionalizing our police force. The edi-
torial states: ‘‘The basic contention of
the report, which was produced by a bi-
partisan group headed by former Attor-
ney General Edward Meese, is that
Congress’ tendency in recent decades
to make Federal crimes out of offenses
that have historically been State mat-
ters has dangerous implications both
for the fair administration of justice
and for the principle that States are
something more than mere administra-
tive districts of a national govern-
ment.’’
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Along with this, we have also heard

Supreme Court Justice Rehnquist say
the same thing. ‘‘The trend to fed-
eralize crimes that traditionally have
been handled in State courts threatens
to change entirely the nature of our
Federal system.’’

We are unfortunately bound and de-
termined to continue this trend. It
looks like we are going to do so today.
We are going to place a lot more rules
and regulations restricting both the
first and second amendment.

We are bound and determined to
write more rules and regulations deal-
ing with the first and the second
amendment, and I do not see this as a
good trend. It is said today that those
who want to undermine the first
amendment, that it is already estab-
lished that pornography is not pro-
tected under the first amendment. And
today the goal is to make sure that the
depiction of violence is not protected
under the first amendment. But do my
colleagues know that the major cause
of violence in the world throughout
history have been abuse of religion and
the abuse of philosophy?

So, therefore, the next step will be, if
we can limit the depiction of pornog-
raphy and then violence, be the limita-
tion of the depiction of a philosophy
that deals with religion or political
systems such as Communism or other
fascism.

I say, today we should move carefully
and not undermine either the first or
the second amendment.

Mr. MOAKLEY. Mr. Speaker, I yield
1 minute to the gentleman from
Worcester, Massachusetts (Mr. MCGOV-
ERN).

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, I rise
in strong opposition to this rule.

Congratulations are in order to the
National Rifle Association. They are
attempting to destroy vital and sen-
sible gun safety legislation with the
help of a disorganized Republican lead-
ership.

This is not a game, Mr. Speaker. We
are talking about protecting the lives
of our kids. This should not be an op-
portunity for Congress to bring up leg-
islation that appeases the gun lobby
but does very little to seriously address
the problem of gun violence in this
country. We need meaningful legisla-
tion. The rhetoric is not going to cut
it. Walking away, this is not going to
cut it. We owe it to our communities
and to our country to do the right
thing.

There is a lot about this rule that is
offensive, from keeping out good
amendments to allowing amendments
designed to obliterate the first amend-
ment. But regardless of where my col-
leagues stand on these issues or on the
issue of gun control, the least we
should be able to expect from the Re-
publican leadership is fairness.

This rule is many things, but it is
certainly not fair. We should reject
this rule, go back to the drawing board,
and start over, keeping our children’s
best interests in mind, not the gun
lobby’s best interests.

Mr. DREIER. Mr. Speaker, I am very
happy to yield 5 minutes to the gen-
tleman from Yorkville, Illinois (Mr.
HASTERT) the very distinguished and
hard-working Speaker of the House.

(Mr. HASTERT asked and was given
permission to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. HASTERT. Mr. Speaker, I thank
the gentleman from California (Mr.
DREIER) for yielding me the time.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of this
rule; and I urge my colleagues on both
sides of the aisle to support it.

When this rule came before the com-
mittee, there were well over 100, al-
most 150, amendments that were re-
quested. There were 55 amendments, I
believe, made in order from all points
of belief and perspective. This rule
gives the House the most open debate
possible regarding the issues sur-
rounding violence in our schools and
violence with our children.

As a former public school teacher, I
worked almost my whole career to
make sure that there is good education
both as a practitioner, then in the
State legislature, and here in the Con-
gress. What makes too many of our
students do these things to their class-
mates, their teachers, and their
friends? How can we stop it? Those are
the questions.

Our colleague, the gentleman from
Oklahoma (Mr. WATTS) put it well
when he said, we should explore not
only these things and how they happen
but also why these things happen.

Earlier this year, legislation au-
thored by my colleague, the gentleman
from Pennsylvania (Mr. GREENWOOD),
would start the process of answering
the questions of why. This legislation
assembles experts from around the
country who will investigate the com-
mon reasons why so many children act
so violently.

In this debate we attempt to provide
some answers to both of these ques-
tions. But let us not kid ourselves.
Congress cannot quickly and easily
provide complete answers that will
solve the complex problems of juvenile
violence. So we can only try to high-
light some of those issues that we as a
society should work to solve. We will
debate options regarding guns in our
society.

I believe that there are common-
sense steps that we can take to keep
guns out of the hands of unsupervised
children. This rule sets up a fair proc-
ess that lets the House speak on gun
legislation. We should look at the dis-
parity between gun shops and gun
shows. It makes no sense to put re-
strictions on the gun shops if a juvenile
or a criminal can easily purchase a gun
at a gun show.

The gun debate helps us to partially
answer the ‘‘how’’ question. The juve-
nile justice debate will help us answer
the ‘‘why’’ question. Why have our
children lost sense of the value for
human life? Why do they not know the
difference between right and wrong?
What in our culture promotes this kind

of reprehensible conduct from our very
children?

This debate will help to address these
questions. We will have a debate about
our justice system and how it deals
with young people. We will have a de-
bate on prayer in the schools and how
that might help children understand
the difference between right and
wrong. We will have a debate on ob-
scenity in our culture. And if sexual
obscenity is left unprotected by the
Constitution, why should violent ob-
scenity be protected when studies al-
ready show the damage it does to our
young people?

This will be a long debate, but it will
be a good debate that reflects the many
opinions of this great Nation.

Many have asked why this rule al-
lows for two different debates on two
different bills. The answer is simple.
This strategy allows the House to work
its will on two separate issues joined
by one common tragedy. The House
will work its will on the issue of gun
restrictions. We cannot and should not
hide from this issue that occupies the
attention of the American people. And
the House will work its will on the
wider issues surrounding our culture
and our society and its impact on our
children.

I urge my colleagues to support this
rule and to join with me in starting the
process of finding solutions to the
problems surrounding the violence of
youth in our schools.

Mr. MOAKLEY. Mr. Speaker, I yield
1 minute to the gentleman from Illi-
nois (Mr. BLAGOJEVICH).

Mr. BLAGOJEVICH. Mr. Speaker, if
one is a child in the United States,
they are 12 times more likely to die
from gun violence than a child in any
other industrialized country in the
world. Each day in America, Mr.
Speaker, 14 children die because of gun
violence. And every year in America,
38,000 Americans lose their lives be-
cause of gun violence.

The Committee on Rules has allowed
14 of 70 amendments offered by Demo-
crats relating to gun control to see the
light of day on the House floor. And
the Committee on Rules has only al-
lowed 4 hours to debate these very im-
portant issues.

Among those amendments on the
cutting room floor is a bill that would
increase the age of possession for hand-
guns from 18 to 21. In the United States
18-, 19- and 20-year-olds are the most
likely to commit murders with guns.
Eighteen-year-olds rank first. Nine-
teen-year-olds rank second. Twenty-
year-olds rank third among those who
commit homicides with firearms in our
society. Yet the Committee on Rules
will not allow that amendment to see
the light of day on this House floor for
a full debate.

Mr. Speaker, we need a better rule.
We need an open debate. And we should
have a full and free debate on all the
issues of amendments relating to this
important issue.




