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HONORING MS. ESTHER KRAUS

HON. JERRY MORAN
OF KANSAS

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, June 7, 1999

Mr. MORAN of Kansas. Mr. Speaker, today
I would like to recognize the dedication of Mrs.
Esther Kraus to the young people of Kansas.
She has served with distinction for ten years
as the coordinator of the We the People . . .
Program for Kansas’ First congressional Dis-
trict.

Mrs. Kraus’ superior efforts on behalf of this
program have far exceeded the normal duties
of a district coordinator. She has tirelessly pro-
moted the program, identifying local people
who are interested in civics and government
and finding ways for them to contribute to the
goals of We the People . . . Mrs. Kraus has
also provided materials and support to high
school government teachers who are inter-
ested ion entering their classes in the competi-
tive Citizen and the Constitution hearings. My
district has been proud to be represented for
the past two years on the national level in this
prestigious competition. Mrs. Kraus has also
been a dedicated participant in state and na-
tional coordinators’ meetings related to We the
People . . . She has never missed a single
state or national meeting.

Esther Kraus has performed a remarkable
and valuable service to Kansas’ First District.
She has tirelessly promoted for young citizens
an understanding of the United States Con-
stitution. Through her efforts, the youth of the
First District have become aware of this docu-
ment and the power which it holds. On her
tenth anniversary as a district coordinator for
the We the People . . . Program, I would like
to recognize and commend her for her excel-
lent job promoting education and patriotism
among the youth of Kansas.
f

H.J. RES. 55, THE MAILBOX
PRIVACY PROTECTION ACT

HON. RON PAUL
OF TEXAS

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, June 7, 1999

Mr. PAUL. Mr. Speaker, because this is
small business appreciation week I would like
to remind my colleagues of the importance of
enacting HJ Res 55, the Mailbox Privacy Pro-
tection Act. HJ Res 55 repeals recently en-
acted Post Office regulations requiring Com-
mercial Mail Receiving Agencies (CMRAs) to
collect personal information about their cus-
tomers, such as their name, address, social
security number, and photograph. These regu-
lations not only force small businesses to in-
trude into their customer’s privacy, they could
impose costs as high as $1 billion on small
businesses during the initial six-month compli-
ance period. The long term costs of this rule
are incalculable, but could conceivably reach
several billion dollars in the first few years.
Some small businesses may even be forced
into bankruptcy.

Businesses like Mailboxes, etc., must turn
the collected information over to the Post Of-
fice. Mr. Speaker, what business in America
would not leap at the chance to force their
competitors to provide them with their cus-

tomer names, addresses, social security num-
bers, and photographs? The Post Office could
even mail advertisements to those who use
private mail boxes explaining how their privacy
would not be invaded if they used a govern-
ment box.

It is ironic that this regulation comes at a
time when the Post Office is getting into an
ever increasing number of enterprises not di-
rectly related to mail delivery. So, while the
Postal Service uses its monopoly on first-class
mail to compete with the private sector, it
works to make life more difficult for its com-
petitors in the field of mail delivery.

Mr. Speaker, Congress must do more than
talk about how it appreciates small business,
it must work to lift the burden of big govern-
ment from America’s job-creating small busi-
nesses. Passing HJ Res 55 and protecting
Commercial Mail Receiving Agencies from the
Post Offices’ costly and anti-competitive regu-
lations would be a great place to start.
f

CONGRATULATING ALEXANDER
GRAHAM BELL ELEMENTARY
FOR RECEIVING THE BLUE RIB-
BON SCHOOL DESIGNATION

HON. JAY INSLEE
OF WASHINGTON

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, June 7, 1999

Mr. INSLEE. Mr. Speaker, Alexander
Graham Bell Elementary is an outstanding ele-
mentary school in the First Congressional Dis-
trict of the State of Washington. The students
and staff of Alexander Graham Bell Elemen-
tary recently received the Blue Ribbon School
designation awarded by the U.S. Department
of Education.

The Blue Ribbon School designation is a
very prestigious award. It is given to schools
who are especially effective in meeting local,
state and national education goals. Blue Rib-
bon Schools, such as Alexander Graham Bell
Elementary, serve as models for other schools
seeking to improve the quality of education for
their students.

The staff, students and parents at Alexander
Graham Bell Elementary are committed to
achieving high academic standards. Over 75%
of their fourth graders met the state standard
on the Washington Assessment of Student
Learning in reading this year. Their math
scores also doubled from last year’s results.

Clearly these remarkable achievements do
not occur by chance. More than 100 parents
volunteer at Alexander Graham Bell Elemen-
tary. These dedicated parents mentor stu-
dents, serve as ‘‘lunch buddies’’ and assist
teachers. Education at Alexander Graham Bell
Elementary is a community priority, and its
teachers, parents and staff should be com-
mended for the commitment they have made
to our children.
f

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. JULIA CARSON
OF INDIANA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, June 7, 1999

Ms. CARSON. Mr. Speaker, I was unavoid-
ably absent for one vote on Thursday, May

27, 1999, missing rollcall 166 on approving the
Journal. Had I been present, I would have
voted ‘‘yes.’’
f

A TRIBUTE TO WILLIAM E.
RAPFOGEL

HON. NITA M. LOWEY
OF NEW YORK

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, June 7, 1999
Mrs. LOWEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to

express my great admiration for William E.
Rapfogel, a remarkable leader and citizen who
this year receives the Distinguished Commu-
nity Service Award at the Centennial Anniver-
sary National Dinner of the Orthodox Union.

A man of high principle, piercing intel-
ligence, and extraordinary skill, Mr. Rapfogel
has touched countless lives in the New York
area through a variety of professional and
civic activities.

For seven years, Mr. Rapfogel has been the
Executive Director of the Metropolitan New
York Coordinating Council on Jewish Poverty,
one of New York City’s largest not-for-profits.
Through the Met Council, Mr. Rapfogel has
been instrumental in expanding home care,
housing, and employment opportunities, while
also providing crisis intervention and other
services to deserving recipients.

Mr. Rapfogel’s commitment to social
progress is matched by a life-long devotion to
the Jewish community. He has been the Exec-
utive Director of the Institute for Public Affairs
of the Orthodox Union and of the American
Jewish Congress Metropolitan Region.

In addition, Mr. Rapfogel contributed his
time and energy to all New Yorkers by serving
as an able and effective Assistant Comptroller
of New York City.

We are a stronger community thanks to Wil-
liam Rapfogel’s vision and leadership. I am
confident that Mr. Rapfogel’s exceptional ex-
ample will remain a source of guidance and
inspiration to his colleagues and admirers for
many years to come.
f

IN HONOR OF THE 25TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE OHIO BOYCHOIR

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH
OF OHIO

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, June 7, 1999
Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to

honor the 25th Anniversary of the Ohio
Boychoir, a community choir rich with talent,
passion for music and community pride.

Established in 1974, the Ohio Boychoir is a
very distinguished non-profit organization open
for all boys from third grade to voice change
regardless of race, creed or economic status.
The major goals of the Ohio Boychoir are to
develop appreciation for music and vocal qual-
ity. One of Ohio’s most prized cultural assets,
the Ohio Boychoir is supported by contribu-
tions and grants from individuals, corporations
foundations and other organizations.

Over the past 25 years the Boychoir has
been invited to give concerts at many pres-
tigious venues. In 1982, the choir sang at Na-
tional Christmas Tree Lighting at the White
House and at the Bach Festival at the Ken-
nedy Center. Based on their incredible per-
formance in the past, the choir was invited to
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