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EXPRESSING SUPPORT OF HOUSE

OF REPRESENTATIVES FOR
MEMBERS OF U.S. ARMED
FORCES ENGAGED IN MILITARY
OPERATIONS AGAINST FEDERAL
REPUBLIC OF YUGOSLAVIA

SPEECH OF

HON. LOUISE McINTOSH SLAUGHTER
OF NEW YORK

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 24, 1999

Ms. SLAUGHTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
in strong support of H. Res. 130, a resolution
expressing the support of the House of Rep-
resentatives for our American troops engaged
in military operations against the Federal Re-
public of Yugoslavia.

Last year, I traveled to the Balkans as a
representative of the Organization for Security
and Cooperation in Europe. There, I was able
to see firsthand the violence and destruction
caused by a deep-seated hatred between eth-
nic groups, and more specifically, by the poli-
cies of Serbian President Slobodan Milosevic
and his oppressive regime.

For the past 2 years, the world has watched
as the ethnic Albanian people in Kosovo have
been subjected to numerous killings, rapes,
torture, and other forms of violence and
human suffering. I strongly believe that some-
thing must be done to bring about a perma-
nent end to the egregious human rights viola-
tions that are occurring against these people.

I support the President’s decision to allow
our troops to participate in NATO air strikes
against Serbian forces within Yugoslavia. I am
closely monitoring this situation and offer my
hopes and prayers for all of our young men
and women who are bravely serving their na-
tion in the name of peace.
f

PEACE

HON. RON PAUL
OF TEXAS

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 25, 1999

Mr. PAUL. Mr. Speaker, today I rise and
with gratitude to Edmund Burke and para-
phrase words he first spoke 224 years ago
this week. As it is presently true that to restore
liberty and dignity to a nation so great and dis-
tracted as ours is indeed a significant under-
taking. For, judging of what we are by what
we ought to be, I have persuaded myself that
this body might accept this reasonable propo-
sition.

The proposition is peace. Not peace through
the medium of war, not peace to be hunted
through the labyrinth of intricate and endless
negotiations; not peace to arise out of uni-
versal discord, fomented from principle, in all
part of the earth; not peace to depend on ju-
ridical determination of perplexing questions,
or the precise marking the shadowy bound-
aries of distant nations. It is simply peace,
sought in its natural course and in it ordinary
haunts.

Let other nations always keep the idea of
their sovereign self-government associated
with our Republic and they will befriend us,
and no force under heaven will be of power to
tear them from our allegiance. But let it be
once understood that our government may be

one thing and their sovereignty another, that
these two things exist without mutual regard
one for the other—and the affinity will be
gone, the friendship loosened and the alliance
hasten to decay and dissolution. As long as
we have the wisdom to keep this country as
the sanctuary of liberty, the sacred temple
consecrated to our common faith, wherever
mankind worships freedom they will turn their
faces toward us. The more they multiply, the
more friends we will have, the more ardently
they love liberty, the more perfect will be our
relations. Slavery they can find anywhere, as
near to us as Cuba or as remote as China.
But until we become lost to all feeling of our
national interest and natural legacy, freedom
and self-rule they can find in none but the
American founding. These are precious com-
modities, and our nation alone was founded
them. This is the true currency which binds to
us the commerce of nations and through them
secures the wealth of the world. But deny oth-
ers of their national sovereignty and self-gov-
ernment, and you break that sole bond which
originally made, and must still preserve, friend-
ship among nations. Do not entertain so weak
an imagination as that UN Charters and Secu-
rity Councils, GATT and international laws,
World Trade Organizations and General As-
semblies, are what promote commerce and
friendship. Do not dream that NATO and
peacekeeping forces are the things that can
hold nations together. It is the spirit of commu-
nity that gives nations their lives and efficacy.
And it is the spirit of the constitution of our
founders that can invigorate every nation of
the world, even down to the minutest of these.

For is it not the same virtue which would do
the thing for us here in these United States?
Do you imagine than that it is the Income Tax
which pays our revenue? That it is the annual
vote of the Ways and Means Committee,
which provide us an army? Or that it is the
Court Martial which inspires it with bravery
and discipline? No! Surely, no! It is the private
activity of citizens which gives government
revenue, and it is the defense of our country
that encourages young people to not only pop-
ulate our army and navy but also has infused
them with a patriotism without which our army
will become a base rubble and our navy noth-
ing but rotten timber.

All this, I know well enough, will sound wild
and chimerical to the profane herd of those
vulgar and mechanical politicians who have no
place among us: a sort of people who think
that nothing exists but what is gross and ma-
terial, and who, therefore, far from begin quali-
fied to be directors of the great movement of
this nation, are not fit to turn a wheel in the
machinery of our government. But to men truly
initiated and rightly taught, these ruling and
master principles, which in the opinion of such
men as I have mentioned have no substantial
existence, are in truth everything. Magnanimity
in politics is often the truest wisdom, and a
great nation and little minds go ill together. If
we are conscious of our situation, and work
zealously to fill our places as becomes the
history of this great institution, we ought to
auspiciate all our public proceedings on
Kosovo with the old warning of the Church,
Sursum corda! We ought to elevate our minds
to the greatness of that trust to which the
order of Providence has called us. By
adverting to the dignity of this high calling, our
forefathers turned a savage wilderness into a
glorious nation, and have made the most ex-

tensive and the only honorable conquests, not
by bombing and sabre-rattling, but by pro-
moting the wealth, the liberty, and the peace
of mankind. Let us gain our allies as we obtain
our own liberty. Respect of self-government
has made our nation all that it is, peace and
neutrality alone will makes ours the Republic
that it can yet still be.
f
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OF MICHIGAN
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Mr. KILDEE. Mr. Speaker, I stand before
you today to recognize the accomplishments
of a man who has made it his life’s work to
protect and defend human dignity, and to en-
sure the safety of our shores, for our citizens
and our children. On April 23, friends and fam-
ily will gather to honor the career of State
Commander David E. Smith, for a lifetime of
service, including more than 20 years as a
member of the Disabled American Veterans.

A lifetime resident of Michigan, David
Smith’s introduction to the United States
Armed Forces began with his grandfather,
who served in World War I, and his father,
Earl, who served in World War II. Upon com-
pletion of his tour of duty, the elder Mr. Smith
moved his family to Christmas, Michigan, and
later Mount Morris, in the Flint area. Mr. Smith
enlisted in the United States Army on June 20,
1960, and served for six years, three of which
were in Germany as a member of the 7th
Army. He also served with the 1st Armored Di-
vision in Fort Hood, Texas, and the 1st Army
at Fort Devens, Massachusetts. During this
time, he rose to the rank of Sergeant.

In May of 1966, Sergeant Smith was medi-
cally discharged with service connected dis-
ability, however has continued to serve his
country as he worked for the Department of
the Army in Dover, New Jersey, before return-
ing to Michigan in 1967. He began a career
with general motors, which spaned three years
before his disability prevented him from con-
tinuing. Showing determination to excel de-
spite his disability, Mr. Smith and his family
moved to Ann Arbor, Michigan, to be close to
VA physicians. Mr. Smith began a new career,
one that lasted five years until his disability
rating was upgraded to 100% and he was or-
dered to cease working altogether.

In July of 1974, Mr. Smith joined the Dis-
abled American Veterans as a like member.
He began regularly attending DAV meetings in
the fall of 1983. His regular attendance of
Chapter Service Officer trainings prepared him
for his future roles as Chapter Adjutant, Treas-
urer, and Service Officer. For three years, Mr.
Smith served as Chapter Commander, and
has held every statewide Vice-Commander
positions, prior to his current position as State
Commander. He has been honored as Chap-
ter Service Officer of the Year on five separate
occasions, and was recognized as Michigan
Disabled Veteran of the Year in 1990.

Mr. Speaker, as we owe much to our na-
tion’s veterans, Commander David Smith has
acknowledged the fact that his accomplish-
ments would not have been possible without
support from his wife Peggy, and his children,
all of whom, are veterans as well. I ask my
colleagues in the 106th Congress to join me in
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